Defining the educational needs of recent dental graduates preparing for the Membership of the Faculty of Dental Surgery examination.
On graduation, UK dentists wishing to advance their career enter two years of general professional training aimed at consolidating their undergraduate experience. The Membership of the Faculty of Dental Surgery examination (MFDS) attests to its successful completion and is a pre-requisite for entry into training programmes which lead to specialist status. Most MFDS candidates prepare for the examination on their own while in full-time employment and many reinforce this self-directed learning with participation in short revision courses or through distance learning. Here we seek to obtain data on the specific educational needs of these individuals. Questionnaires were used to interrogate 92 UK graduates attending short MFDS revision courses of up to 1 week's duration to identify which topic areas were perceived as particular areas of weakness. To gain greater insight into the responses obtained, 18/92 respondents were selected at random and followed up with semi-structured interviews informed by the questionnaires. Basic medical science, human diseases, law and ethics and health and safety regulations were the areas of weakness most frequently highlighted by the respondents. Most had undergone comprehensive courses in the first two topics; however, the interviews suggested that this was generally in the early stages of undergraduate training when they had difficulty in contextualising large quantities of new information. In the case of the latter two, teaching had been very varied and several interviewees felt that it had been inadequate. Recent graduates preparing for MFDS have clear educational needs. These data have begun to characterise the requirements of this group and may inform the planning of short revision courses designed to assist them.